
Dear Colleagues,
These are the deadlines and announcements for the week 6th – 10th July 2026.

DEADLINES/IMPORTANT DATES
31st July 2026
QIPP end of year report
FOR YOUR INFORMATION
Hot Weather Guidance
Tusla have provided guidance for keeping children safe and comfortable indoors and outdoors in all weathers. You can access the guidance here
Keeping hydrated in hot weather
For information on keeping children hydrated in the hot weather: Suitable drinks for children | Safefood
ECCE registrations 2026/2027 programme year
Registrations for the Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE) scheme 2026/2027 are now open on the Early Years Hive. The ECCE 2026/2027 programme will commence on Monday 24 August 2026.You can find guidance on how to register a child on ECCE on the ECCE Child Registration page under Resources on the Early Years Hive .If you are registering a child for ECCE 2026 who was registered in your service for ECCE 2025, please add an additional, separate registration for ECCE 2026 and do not cancel the ECCE 2025 registration.
Important: If you are registering a child who intends to avail of AIM Level 7 support, please select the correct ECCE AM/PM session they will attend. This information determines the AIM Level 7 capitation funding awarded to the service. Selecting the incorrect session may result in funding being allocated incorrectly or delayed.

QIPP end of year report
The deadline for submitting your QIPP end of year report is 31st July 2026. You can access and submit your report on www.cfcrrs.ie 

Level 1 Application Process 2026/27 opens for existing graduates
AIM Level 1 applications for existing graduates opened this week.  AIM Level 1 is an annual application process. New graduates (i.e. graduating in October 2026) can apply when final exam results have been notified by Mary Immaculate College. Application guidelines can be found here

Aim Level 4 & 7 Preliminary Decisions   
This year the level of support allocated to a child is determined following submission of their AIM Level 4 application and a further review of the child’s needs by Better Start. From early July; service providers will receive a preliminary decision for the following:
· all AIM Level 4 applications reviewed by Better Start to date, and
· applications where a child is eligible for a second or third year of AIM Level 7 support.
When the redesigned and simplified AIM Level 7 application form is available on the Early Years Hive, all service providers will need to submit the new application for all children availing of AIM Level 7 support for the 2026/2027 programme call.  Guidance materials on the support levels awarded, along with common practical examples are available on The Early Years Hive here. Guidance on submitting an AIM Level 4 application can be found here.

NCS Subsidies 
NCS subsidies are paid once a CHICK has been registered and the parent/guardian has confirmed that all details are correct via the parent portal. For payments to flow, all claim weeks for a child must be confirmed. Any unconfirmed claims for your service need parental confirmation. Unconfirmed claims may be cancelled by the scheme administrator and will result in no payments. Parents can access the NCS parent website here https://www.ncs.gov.ie/en/
If you have any questions, contact the Early Years Provider Centre (EYPC). Simply raise a request the Early Years Hive by selecting the relevant programme and request type from the dropdown menu. 

Programme Readiness for Core Funding 2026/2027
The application for Core Funding 2026/2027 is now available on the Early Years Hive.  All retrospective Update Due Dates(s) for the 2025/2026 Core Funding programme year must be actioned before beginning a new Core Funding application. Following submission, you will have 21-days to accept the Core Funding Partner Service Funding Agreement 2026/2027. The Overview of the changes to Core Funding Year 5 can be found here.



My Little Library 2026 
Minister Foley has announced the launch of My Little Library 2026. The book bags are for children finishing pre-school and starting primary school in September and will be delivered to libraries.
The DCDE would appreciate if the invitations could be shared with parents. The links to are here in English and Irish, and QR codes.

Training Courses: Cork County Childcare Committee Training
Always Children First: Child Safeguarding Awareness Training for Organisations (Foundation)
The Maritime Hotel, Bantry                   Date: Saturday 12th September @9:30am – 4:30pm
Designated Liaison Person Training 
Talbot Hotel, Midleton – Thursday 24th September @10am – 1:30pm
Blarney Woollen Mills Hotel – Tuesday 6th October @10am – 1:30pm
This training is open to DLP/Deputy DLP in an ELC or SAC service 
For further information and to book a place please contact the office on 022-23880 or email cptraining@corkchildcare.ie 
                                                                                                                                                                           
Childminding Network Event
Cork City Childcare is hosting a Childminder Network Event on Saturday 11th July in the Cork City Childcare Office. Please see the attached poster and directions to Cork City Childcare Office. If you are interested in attending places are limited so secure your place by completing the following booking form: 
Childminder Network Event Lego® Serious Play® Workshop – Prefilled form
 
Refreshments will be provided on the day and will include a selection of scones and pastries, tea, coffee, water, and biscuits. Please indicate on the booking form if you have any food allergies or intolerances. If the refreshments provided do not suit your needs, you are welcome to bring your own.

National Parents Council (Parent Survey) to share with parents 

[bookmark: _Int_3L8tc9jl]New childminding regulations have been introduced to bring all paid childminding services under a national registration system. At present, there is a transition period in place, which means childminders can choose whether to register with Tusla. From 29 September 2027, all childminders providing paid childcare in their own home for children under 15 will be required to register. The DCDE would appreciate your thoughts and experiences, what has worked well for you and what has not. Your voice matters, and your feedback will play a key role in shaping a more effective and inclusive consultation process. Please use the link below to access the survey 
Childminding Regulations & Registration- fill out form  

Public Consultation on Review of Childminding Regulations 
Minister Foley has launched ‘Let’s Talk Childminding’, the public consultation on the childminding regulations. This is an open call for submissions as part of the National Action Plan for Childminding 2021-2028 and is open from 19th June – 20th July 2026. Submissions can be made by email to Qualitydevelopment@DCDE.gov.ie 
The consultation seeks to 
· Evaluate how the regulations are operating in practice
· Access whether the regulatory model is appropriate and proportionate
· Examine the effectiveness of support available to childminders 
· Identify barriers to registration and compliance.
Further information on the consultations is available here

[image: ]Cork County Childcare Committee 
We invite you to visit our website here and like and follow our Facebook page Cork County Childcare Committee Ltd for updates and relevant content here, and follow us on our Instagram here or scan the QR code.

Kind Regards
Cork County Childcare Committee
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