Dear Colleagues,
These are the deadlines, information, and announcements for the week 20th – 24th February 2023.

DEADLINES / IMPORTANT DATES:
Thursday 2nd March 2023
Deadline for all NCS Parental Agreements to be updated.
 
FOR YOUR INFORMATION
AIM Level 5 Transfer of Ownership Webinar and Supports
The Transfer of Ownership process for AIM Level 5 equipment will commence on 8 March 2023.
As this is a new process on HIVE, training sessions have been organised via Webinar to provide service providers with a step-by-step guide to submitting a Transfer of Ownership and will include a Q & A section at the end. A How to Guide will also be made available on Hive before the Transfer of Ownership process commences. Please click on the relevant link for further information and to register your attendance:
	​Date/Time
	Webinar link

	Monday 27 February 18:30 – 19:30
	https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/2159654571427048023

	Tuesday 28 February 10:00 – 11:00
	https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/4779920522789562717


​Please note that the maximum number of participants per session is 500.
As per the AIM rules, section 7.20 “Pre-school providers and parent(s)/guardian(s) must engage with Pobal in relation to the transfer of ownership of equipment (including returning signed transfer of ownership forms, as appropriate).
Equipment provided under AIM Level 5 should not be removed from the pre-school until the transfer of ownership process is completed.
If you require any additional information or support, please submit a request through Hive using the following categories:
 Programme: AIM Level 5
- Request Type: Equipment
- Request Type Detail: Transfer of Ownership
Early Years Hive Maintenance 3-5 March 2023
The Early Years Hive and the National Childcare Scheme website will be unavailable from 7am on Friday 3 March 2023 until 9pm on Sunday 5 March due to essential maintenance.
The Early Years Team in Pobal will issue further reminder announcements on the Early Years Hive closer to the date. The dates of this maintenance have been added to the announcements calendar on Hive.
There will be no impact to your weekly payments on Friday 3 March.
After this maintenance, you may need to refresh your web browser to access the portal again.
The Early Years Team apologise for any inconvenience this may cause and thank you for your cooperation.
Update re Parental Agreement and Co-Payment tool
The deadline for updating parental agreements for NCS is March 2nd, 2023. The Co-Payment tool and/or the semi-automated Parental Agreements are based on the information inputted by Service Providers and does not include NCS closure periods. Therefore, Providers should review the calculations to ensure they are correct for the service’s particular circumstances. If there are additional unfunded days, the calculations will need to be adjusted.

Libraries Ireland urging everyone to ‘squeeze in a read’ for Ireland Reads on Saturday, 25 February
Libraries Ireland are asking everyone to pledge to ‘squeeze in a read’ during February or on Ireland Reads Day itself, February 25 – whether that’s reading a book, a picture book, a newspaper, a comic, or listening to a story – whatever works grabs your interest! Libraries Ireland would love if schools, Early Learning Centres, teachers, parents and students would get involved, pledge to read and spread the word!
Details on how to get involved are attached in both an English and Irish version.
Happy reading!
Programme Board to oversee planning for a dedicated State Agency for ELC and SAC
A Press Release by the DCEDIY was issued on Tuesday, 21 February in relation to the Minister’s announcement of the appointment of a Programme Board to oversee planning for a dedicated State Agency for Early Learning and Care and School-Age Childcare. 
The Programme Board will oversee the initial phase of this significant programme of reform which will entail examining all aspects of the creation of the new agency. The Programme Board will oversee a range of work stream groups and a programme management office, make recommendations on the key design and costing decisions throughout the project to ensure that this work progresses in a timely manner, and provide evidence-based recommendations to the Minister, following international best practice. A key component of this work will be ensuring that the views of a wide range of stakeholders are sought throughout the process to help shape the design of the new agency. It is expected the Programme Board will be in place throughout 2023 and 2024. The work of the Board will inform future proposals of the Minister for Government agreement on the establishment of the new agency.
(See full Press Release attached)
Training for Early Years Providers and Educators  
Cork County Childcare committee is currently advertising upcoming training on the following:

· Always Children First (Child Protection)
· National Síolta Aistear Initiative (NSAI)
· Diversity, Equality, and Inclusion Training (DEI) 
· Paediatric First Aid
· Manual Handling
· Food Hygiene
· Fire Safety

*The DEI and NSAI training courses can help support your services overall quality development and in turn can be used to help meet the requirements for your Core Funding Quality Action Plan*

For more information or to book a space on one of these courses, please refer to the recent emails or contact Sharon (training coordinator) on (022) 23880.
 
Childminding Business Information Sessions
 
Cork City & County Childcare Committee are offering a suite of free online Childminding Business information sessions.  These information sessions are relevant to existing or potential childminders.  The information sessions will be delivered on Wednesday mornings (10am – 11.30am) and evenings (7.30pm to 9pm) for 5 weeks, commencing on Wednesday 22nd February.  The weekly session topics are as follows:

· A guide to becoming a childminder (Wednesday 22nd February)
· Marketing your childminding business (Wednesday 1st March)
· Setting your fees (Wednesday 8th March)
· Developing your childminding contract (Wednesday 15th March)
· Childminding and Revenue (Wednesday 22nd March)

Participation on all information sessions is not a requirement but is recommended.
Booking is essential.  Anyone who is interested in attending can book a place here or using the QR code below:
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If you require further information or have any queries, please contact info@corkchildcare.ie
 

Covid case advice
ELC and SAC providers and Childminders that have positive cases and require support can contact the HSE ELC/SAC dedicated helpline on 01 511 9777.
For general Covid-19 queries you can contact HSE live on 1800 700 700 or 01 240 8787 or visit the First 5 website for the most up to date information and guidance. (www.first5.gov.ie)
Should you have any queries on any of the above, please do not hesitate to contact us on 022-23880 or info@corkchildcare.ie

Kind Regards,
Cork County Childcare Committee
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