Dear Colleagues,
These are the deadlines and announcements for the week, 27 April – 1 May 2026.

DEADLINES/IMPORTANT DATES
1 May:  Applications close for Nurturing Skills Learner Fund
6 May:  AIM Level 4 & 5 opens
12 May:  LINC Applications close
01 – 14 May:  Review and Confirm Window
05 – 26 May:  Annual Early Years Sector Profile

FOR YOUR INFORMATION
Annual Early Years Sector Profile
The 2025/26 Annual Early Years Sector Profile (AEYSP) survey will be available on the EY Hive from Tuesday 05 May until Tuesday 26 May 2026. The AEYSP plays a central role in monitoring trends in the sector, informing policy development and assessing the impact of policy change. It is important that the Service Profile is up to date before completing the AEYSP survey. All services are encouraged to complete the survey. It is mandatory for all existing Core Funding Partner Services complete the survey within the open window. Guidance documentation and videos will be available on the EY Hive. 

AIM 
	Applications for AIM level 4 and 5 for the 2026/27 programme call will open on Wednesday 06 May.
AIM Level 7 is currently undergoing a planned remodel, aimed to simplify the application process and reduce administration for services. Service providers are not required to submit an AIM Level 7 application for 2026/27 at this time. If a service provider wishes to avail of AIM Level 7 support for the upcoming programme call, this can be indicated through the AIM Level 4 application process when an Early Years Specialist makes contact. Where a child has an existing AIM Level 7 application for the 2025/26 programme call and is eligible for a further year of support, no action is required at this time. Further guidance will be shared in the coming weeks. 

	



Core Funding Review & Confirm
The May Review and Confirm window will open 01 May 2026 until 14 May 2026.  If your service requires support, additional resources are available under the Core Funding Documents and Help and Support sections on the Early Years Hive. 

Trauma Awareness Training
Barnardos will hold Trauma Awareness in Early Learning and Care training online on 19 May. The aim of the training is to build expertise and confidence among the Early Years professionals supporting children who have experiences of trauma. Including theoretical concepts of trauma awareness and examples of the practical application of these concepts in an ELC setting. Book your place or find out more here. 
 
Helium’s Free Summer Camp
Bookings are now open for Helium's free summer camps running in July in Cork city and Mallow for children and young people with long-term physical health conditions.  Further information can be found here. 

The Toy Library Swap & Play
Families in Cork city are invited to take part in a fun and eco-friendly Swap & Play event hosted by Cork City Partnership in collaboration with The Toy Library. The event will take place on Sunday 10th May at Mahon Community Centre from 11am-2pm providing children and families with the opportunity to swap pre-loved toys, engage in play, and learn about sustainability. Registration for this free event is available here.

LINC 2026/2027 Programme: Applications Now Open
Applications are now open for the 2026/2027 LINC Level 6 Programme. Through the LINC programme, graduates gain Lead Educator/Room Leader status, participate in a DCDE fully funded programme and engage in a flexible blended model of delivery. Applications close Tuesday, 12 May at 2pm.  
LINC Programme
LINC Programme Brochure 2026/27 
LINC online information sessions 

Childminding Pre-Registration Training
Pre-Registration Training is offered to anyone interested in finding out more about childminding.  The training is mandatory for childminders who wish to register with Tusla.  The training is free and takes approximately 7 hours to complete. There is no assessment, and participants receive a certificate upon completion.  Upcoming dates are: Online: Wednesday 13 & 20 May from 6.30pm - 9.30pm
If you are interested in attending this Pre-Registration Training Course, please click on this link to book your place.  Contact dquinlan@corkchildcare.ie / 087 1044448
Cork County Childcare Committee 
[image: ]We invite you to visit our website here and like and follow our Facebook page Cork County Childcare Committee Ltd for updates and relevant content here, and follow us on our Instagram here or scan the QR code.

Kind Regards
Cork County Childcare Committee
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