Dear Colleagues,
These are the deadlines and announcements for the week 16th – 20th March 2026.

DEADLINES/IMPORTANT DATES
31st March  
Closing date for submission of year 3 Core Funding Trial Balance 
15th April 
Childminding Development Grant 2026 application closes
1st May
Applications close for Nurturing Skills Learner Fund

FOR YOUR INFORMATION
NCS, ECCE & CCSP over Easter 2026
Just a reminder to check NCS, ECCE & CCSP calendars to reflect closures over the upcoming Easter period.
NCS: Service Calendar and Returns
Update your NCS service calendar to reflect any changes to your opening hours during the mid-term.  
· Update your NCS service calendar with all planned closures noting that all service providers have 10 allowable subsidised closures per programme year.  
· Update claims to reflect any increased hours of attendance during the mid-term and ensure that this is confirmed with the parent/guardian. 
· Any increased claims must be amended once the children return to ECCE/school post mid-term. NCS subsidies cannot be claimed for hours that a child is in ECCE/school, or hours that your service is closed. Any over-claimed hours are liable to be recouped. 
· If you are intending on closing for an extended period, please end date any existing claims for this period. 
For further information on service calendars, please see the guidance available on the Early Years Hive here.  
Changes cannot be made to service calendar opening hours or claim hours once a return for that week has been submitted on the Early Years Hive.
Full notice is on hive under announcements. 



Nurturing Skills Learner Fund 2026/27
Applications for the Nurturing Skills Learner Fund (NSLF) for the academic year 2026/2027 is open. Applications should be submitted via the NSLF student portal. Send a request to NSLF@pobal.ie to register on the NSLF student portal. The portal will close for applications on 1st May 2026 at 5 pm.
Students who successfully received NSLF funding for the Academic Year 2024/2025 and/or 2025/2026 and wish to continue to receive NSLF funding for 2026/2027 will be contacted directly in early summer to verify their continuing eligibility.  Once eligibility is confirmed a new letter of Conditional Funding will issue for the Academic Year 2026/2027. A recording of the recent webinar is here

Core Funding Financial Reporting Requirements for 2024/25 
All Partner Services who received Core Funding during the 24/25 Programme Year are required to engage an accountant to submit a full Trial Balance for Year 3 of Core Funding. The CFCRRS portal opened on Friday, 27 February and will close 31 March 2026. Supporting documents are available here.

QIPP Report Template 2025/2026.
The Core Funding QIPP Report Template 2025/26 is now open on the CFCRRS Portal. The deadline for completion of the 2025/26 QIPP Report is Friday, 31 July 2026. 

Childminding Development Grant 2026
The Childminding Development Grant is open for applications until Wednesday, 15 April 2026.  For further information about the Childminding Development Grant 2026, including the application form, visit Cork County Childcare Committee or contact Denise Quinlan at dquinlan@corkchildcare.ie / (022) 23880.

Training Courses: Cork County Childcare Committee Training
Pre-Registration Training for childminders
Cork County Childcare Committee is delighted to offer Pre-Registration Training to anyone who is interested in finding out more about childminding.  This is a mandatory training programme for childminders who wish to register with Tusla.  For any potential childminders, this training will support understanding of the new childminding regulations and will provide guidance on what is required to register with Tusla. This is a FREE training course and takes approximately 7 hours to complete. There is no assessment, and participants will receive a certificate upon completion.  Please see information below. 
Cork County Childcare Committee Childminding Pre-Registration Training dates:
Online: Wednesday 15, 22 & 29 April from 10am - 12pm
Online: Wednesday 13 May & 20 May from 6.30pm - 9.30pm
If you are interested in attending any of these Pre-Registration Training Courses, please click on the links below to book your place: 
Childminding Pre-Registration Training Cork County Childcare Committee 2026 – Fill in form
For more information contact dquinlan@corkchildcare.ie / 087 1044448
 
Cork City Childcare Committee Childminding Pre-Registration Training dates:
In Person: Saturday 21 March Location: Cork City Childcare, T12P9PV Time: 10am - 4pm
Online: Weds 15, 22 & 29 April Time: 10am - 12pm
Online: Weds 13 & 20 May Time: 6.30pm - 9.30pm
Booking link: 
Childminding Pre-Registration Training Cork City Childcare Committee (Q1) – Fill out form
For more information contact nessa@corkcitychildcare.ie

Database update - Cork County Childcare Committee
We are continuing to update our service database. We are contacting services by phone to ensure we have the correct details for your service. You have received an email regarding the information being sought. 

Cork County Childcare Committee 
We invite you to visit our website here and like and follow our Facebook page Cork County Childcare Committee Ltd for updates and relevant content here, and follow us on our Instagram here. Or scan the QR code.
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Kind Regards
Cork County Childcare Committee
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