Dear Colleagues,
These are the announcements for the week 12 - 16 January 2026.

FOR YOUR INFORMATION
Core Funding Year 4 (2025/26) Financial Management Tool 
The Financial Management Tool Year 4 (2025/2026) is now available on the Hive under Resources - Core Funding Documents and can be found here.
Tusla Dedicated Contact Points
The Dedicated Contact Points (DCP) have changed to reflect new structures and networks within Tusla. Some old DCP numbers may remain in use until all changes have been finalised. The DCP’s for Cork are:	Cork North-West & Cork East 	021-4927000
Cork South West 		021-4923001
North Cork – Kerry 		064-6678065
Cork North – South Tipperary 	052-6177302
The full contact details for DCP’s at county level can be found here.
Aim Level 1 2025
It is still possible for services with new and existing Graduates of LINC to submit your AIM Level 1 application. As AIM Level 1 is an annual application, all services who currently have a qualified LINC Graduate as an Inclusion Coordinator and have not submitted an AIM Level 1 2025 application are encouraged to apply for the 2025/2026 programme call. AIM level 1 funding will commence from the Monday following approval of your application. Applications must be submitted via the Early Years HIVE portal. Applicant guidelines can be found here.

New action plans for the Early Learning and Care and School-Age Childcare Sector
Two new action plans for the early learning and care and school-age childcare sector have been published by Minister Foley. The ‘Shaping the Future: Early Years Action Plan’ commits to actions in 2026 to make services more affordable, accessible and improve quality.
The ‘Simplify and Support: Action Plan for Simplification’ will streamline administration and regulation, helping providers, educators, practitioners and parents navigate the system more easily.

My Future Funds Pension Scheme
Auto-enrolment for the My Future Funds pension scheme commenced on 1 January 2026. A recording of the EY My Future Funds webinar for the ELC and SAC sector is available here.
Tusla update
Tusla have updated Policy Guidance Documents for the Early Years Sector on their website. The documents can be access from Early Years Provider Resources  page or directly on the new Policy Guidance Documents for the Early Years Sector page.  There is an updated and revised A Practical Guide to Developing Policies, Procedures and Statements in Early Years Services

Training Courses
Cork County Childcare Committee are running the following online courses in February. If you are interested in taking part, please click on the links below to register your place (places are limited to 2 per service and will be allocated on a first come first serve basis).
· Supporting Neurodivergent Children in Your Setting – Thursday 5th February @6pm – 8pm  
Supporting Neurodivergent Children In Your Setting – Fill out form
· Introducing Visuals in Your Early Years Setting – Monday 9th February @6pm – 8pm 
Introducing Visuals In Your Early Years Setting – Fill out form
· Building Positive Partnerships with Parents: Approaching Concerns – Tuesday 10th February @4pm – 8pm 
Building Positive Partnerships with Parents: Approaching Concerns – Fill out form
· Understanding and Supporting Behaviours in Neurodivergent Children – Tuesday 17th February @4pm – 8pm 
Understanding and Supporting Behaviour in Neurodivergent Children – Fill out form
Further information on the training can be accessed HERE  
IRD Duhallow are running various training courses over the coming weeks.  Courses include:
· Management & Leadership in Early Childhood Education
· Pension Auto Enrolment Webinar
· Instagram for Business
· Start Your Own Business
· Beginners Excel
For further information on these and other training courses, please see the IRD Duhallow Website

Database update - Cork County Childcare Committee
We are currently updating our service database. We will continue to contact services by phone to ensure we have the correct details for your service. You have received an email regarding the information being sought. 

[image: ]Cork County Childcare Committee Facebook Page
We invite you to visit our website here and like and follow our Facebook page Cork County Childcare Committee Ltd for updates and relevant content here, or scan the QR code. 


Kind Regards
Cork County Childcare Committee
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