Dear Colleagues,
These are the deadlines, information, and announcements for the week of 02nd – 5th May 2023.
DEADLINES / IMPORTANT DATES:
Friday 5th May – 12pm
AIM Level 4, 5 & 7 applications open.

Friday 5th May
[bookmark: _Hlk134170445]Annual Early Years Sector Profile opens.

Friday 12th May
Closing date for applications for CYPSC Train the Trainer workshop

Wednesday 24th May
[bookmark: _Hlk134093214]Always Children First Training - Midleton

Tuesday 6th June
[bookmark: _Hlk134173077]Annual Early Years Sector Profile deadline

FOR YOUR INFORMATION
AIM Level 4, 5 & 7 applications
The application process for Access and Inclusion Model (AIM) Level 4,5 & 7 supports will open on the Early Years Hive on Friday 5th May at 12 noon. Please refer to the AIM Hive Guides  to support you with the submission of your AIM applications.
Services are reminded to submit AIM Level 4,5 & 7 applications at least three months prior to a child’s planned start date in ECCE.
 
Training Documents
· Following on from the AIM Refresher webinars which took place on 27 and 28 April 2023, a number of training documents have been uploaded to the Early Years Hive. AIM 4, 5 and 7 Refresher Training Webinar

We would advise that service providers review the slides and the Q&A document in the announcements section on the Hive, prior to submitting applications. 

Help & Support
Should you have any queries in relation to the AIM programme, please contact the Early Years Provider Centre (EYPC) by raising a Request on Hive using the following categories:
Programme: (select the AIM level)
Request type: Application
Request type detail: How To

Guidelines to Support Fee Management
[bookmark: _Hlk134091093]The document attached, Together for Better: Guidelines to Support Fee Management, contains examples to assist with the understanding of the Core Funding fee management conditions. It does not cover all of Core Funding’s terms, conditions or rules.

This document also lays out the Core Funding Fee Review Process. Where a case of a potential breach of Core Funding fee rules by a Partner Service is identified, this may be examined and a conclusion reached through the Core Funding Fee Review process outlined within.
Together for Better is the new funding model for Early Learning and Care and School Age Childcare. The new Funding Model supports delivery of early learning and childcare for the public good, for quality and affordability for children, parents/guardians and families. 

Under Together for Better, Core Funding, is a key pillar of funding to early learning and childcare services that forms part of the new funding model as recommended by an Expert Group in their report, Partnership for the Public Good: A New Funding Model for Early Learning and Care and School-Age Childcare and approved by Government in December 2021. 

One of the key features of Core Funding is the introduction of a system of fee management, to ensure that affordability measures are passed on to parents/guardians. To achieve this, Core Funding introduced fee management for the September 2022 -August 2023 programme year. 
All services that participate in Core Funding must operate their early learning and childcare service in line with the terms and conditions outlined in the Core Funding Partner Service Funding Agreement and in accordance with the attached Guidelines. Services that have questions or queries about fee management, Core Funding or Together for Better are encouraged to contact their CCC for further guidance and support.  

Annual Early Years Sector Profile
The 2022/23 Annual Early Years Sector Profile survey will be available on the Early Years Hive from Friday 5th May.
 
The Annual Early Years Sector Profile is the primary data source on the Irish Early Learning and Care (ELC) and School-Age Childcare (SAC) sector. It is developed and published by Pobal in collaboration with the Department of Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (DCEDIY).
 
While we encourage all services to complete the survey, the completion of this year’s survey within the open window is mandatory for all existing Core Funding Partner Services. Services who wish to become a Core Funding Partner Service in the future must also complete the survey in advance of submitting their Core Funding application. As well as providing information about the sector, this survey enables the capture of data that will help to monitor the impact of the new funding model, Together for Better, on the sector.
 
Core Funding Partner Services with an active contract within the current programme call, up to the 29th March, must complete the March Review and Confirm prior to completing the Annual Early Years Sector Profile 2022/23.
 
This year’s edition of the Annual Early Years Sector Profile will be shorter as the overall number of questions has been reduced.  The Income and Costs Section of the Annual Early Years Sector Profile has also been removed, with the financial reporting requirements through Core Funding due for submission quarter four 2023 replacing this.
 
City and County Childcare Committees are available to assist and support with completing the Sector Profile. In addition, training videos will also be available on the Early Years Hive.
 
The deadline for submission is 6th June.
Independent 10 year review of ECCE 
DCEDIY have commissioned Stranmillis University College and Dublin City University to undertake an independent review of the ECCE programme. DCEDIY recently invited all ECCE providers to take part in Provider and Parent Surveys. These surveys provide an important opportunity for parents and providers to offer feedback on the ECCE scheme and shape its future development. See flyer attached.

RSA ‘Check it Fits’ Service
The Check it Fits service is a full-time, nationwide, free expert service which aims to put parent’s and guardian’s minds at ease that their child’s car seat is safely and securely fitted in their car. No booking necessary just arrive on the day.   
 
The service is quick, it’s easy, it’s free and it is coming to Cork where RSA experts will advise on how to fix any problem, demonstrate how to fit the restraint correctly and answer any queries participants might have.  
  
The RSA would be delighted if you could help to raise awareness of child safety in cars by letting colleagues, friends, family members and any other relevant contacts know about the upcoming visit to Cork. See locations and dates attached.
  
Happy Talk Newsletter
This month Happy Talk invite you to use Nursery Rhymes to tell stories. When you practice your rhymes think about: Who is in the rhyme? Where did it happen? What happens first, next and last? What were the characters thinking? How did they feel? And when you’re done telling all the stories, pretend to be an alien for the Alien Mindful Moment, and explore the world like it’s your first time seeing it! In Happy Talk we love exploration and wonder!  

The Happy Talk Calendar Newsletter reminds us to listen, to wait, to pay attention and to take a Mindful Moment to build these skills. See copy attached.

Cork CYPSC Supporting Parents Subgroup; Train the Trainer workshop
Cork CYPSC Supporting Parents Subgroup are offering a free training workshop for state, voluntary or community organisations in Cork City and County for professionals who regularly support parents in their day-to-day work. This training is open to all ELC and SAC services in Cork County.
Please find the leaflet attached for full details.

Always Children First Child Safeguarding Awareness Training  - Midleton
Always Children First: Child Safeguarding Awareness Training for Organisations: (Foundation Level) for Early Years will take place on the following date:
 
Location: Midleton Park Hotel, Midleton            Date: 24th May 2023           Time: 9.30am – 4.30pm    

Places are still available. Please contact cptraining@corkchildcare.ie if you would like a place.  
                  
Cork County Childcare Committee Facebook Page 
We invite you to like our Facebook page Cork County Childcare Committee Ltd for lots of updates and relevant content. Cork County Childcare Facebook 

Covid case advice
ELC and SAC providers and Childminders that have positive cases and require support can contact the HSE ELC/SAC dedicated helpline on 01 511 9777.
For general Covid-19 queries you can contact HSE live on 1800 700 700 or 01 240 8787 or visit the First 5 website for the most up to date information and guidance. (https://first5.gov.ie)
Should you have any queries on any of the above, please do not hesitate to contact us on 022-23880 or info@corkchildcare.ie 

Kind Regards,
Cork County Childcare Committee

