Dear Colleagues,
These are the deadlines and announcements for the week, 13 - 17 April 2026.

DEADLINES/IMPORTANT DATES
1 May:  Applications close for Nurturing Skills Learner Fund
12 May:  LINC Applications close

FOR YOUR INFORMATION
The National Conversation on Education: The First Five Years and School-Age Childcare – Consultations with City and County Childcare Committees – LAST CHANCE TO BOOK YOUR PLACE 
Have Your Say in the Future of Early Learning and School-Age Childcare.
As part of the National Conversation on Education: the First Five Years and School-Age Childcare, the Department is holding a series of local consultation events, which are being organised and delivered by the Childcare Committees. 
The consultations in Cork County are scheduled for the following dates and times.
· Charleville Park Hotel, Charleville, Co. Cork P56V268 - Monday 20 April 2026 @ 6:30pm - 8:30pm
· Talbot Hotel, Midleton, Co. Cork P25AX67 - Tuesday 21 April 2026 @ 6:30pm - 8:30pm
· Maritime Hotel, Bantry, Co. Cork P75XW35 - Monday 27 April 2026 @ 6:30pm - 8:30pm
· Castle Hotel, Macroom, Co. Cork P12ED78 - Tuesday 28 April 2026 @ 6:30pm - 8:30pm
Refreshments available from 6.15pm, consultation will begin promptly at 6.30pm
To book your place on the Cork County consultations, please click on this link 
Each consultation will run for approximately 1.5-2 hours, giving all participants the opportunity to contribute. The consultations are open to parents, early year’s educators, school age childcare practitioners, childminders, service providers, or someone with an interest in the future of early learning and care and school age childcare.  Press release on the National Conversation on Education can be found here 

National Conversation on Education – Children’s Creative Spaces 
Minister Norma Foley is inviting children from ELC and SAC services across the country to take part in Children’s Creative Spaces celebrating the theme “Where I learn and play”.
The aim is to give children the opportunity to express creativity, belonging, and their own experiences of their setting (Early Years or School Age Childcare/After School) adding their voice as part of the National Conversation on Education: the First Five Years and School-Age Childcare. 
Please find further details in the Educator Guides attached.
Nurturing Skills Learner Fund 2026/27
Applications for the Nurturing Skills Learner Fund (NSLF) for the academic year 2026/2027 are open. Applications should be submitted via the NSLF student portal. Send a request to NSLF@pobal.ie to register on the NSLF student portal. The portal will close for applications on 1 May 2026 at 5 pm.
A recording of the recent webinar is here

Invitation to Nurturing Skills Midpoint Review Workforce Focus Group
As part of the Mid-Term Review of Nurturing Skills: The Workforce Plan for Early Learning and Care and School-Age Childcare 2022–2028, the Department is seeking to engage directly with the workforce through an online focus group on Tuesday, 28 April from 7pm – 8.30pm.  To express interest in participating on the online Focus Group, click on this link
The focus group provides an important opportunity for those working in the sector to:
· Share their professional experiences
· Reflect on progress to date
· Help inform priorities and actions for the next phase of the plan (2026–2028)

LINC 2026/2027 Programme: Applications Now Open
Applications are now open for the 2026/2027 LINC Level 6 Programme. Through the LINC Programme, graduates gain Lead Educator/Room Leader status, participate in a DCDE fully funded programme and engage in a flexible blended model of delivery. Applications close Tuesday, 12 May at 2pm.  
LINC Programme
LINC Programme Brochure 2026/27 
LINC online information sessions 

Childminding Pre-Registration Training
Pre-Registration Training is offered to anyone interested in finding out more about childminding.  The training is mandatory for childminders who wish to register with Tusla.  The training is free and takes approximately 7 hours to complete. There is no assessment, and participants receive a certificate upon completion.  Upcoming dates are: Online: Wednesday 13 & 20 May from 6.30pm - 9.30pm
If you are interested in attending this Pre-Registration Training Course, please click on this link to book your place.  Contact dquinlan@corkchildcare.ie / 087 1044448

Creative Process and Play training
"Permission to Play" is a Creative Workshop for Educators working in the Early Learning & Care (ELC) Sector.  This is a two-hour, hands-on arts workshop designed for professionals in the Early Learning & Care sector as part of the Cork Lifelong Learning Festival on 28th April from 6–8pm. Led by artists from Graffiti’s BEAG Early Years Arts Programme, this session invites participants to explore their own creativity through playful, sensory-rich activities.  Discover how a process-based, open-ended approach can enrich your work with young children—by first reconnecting with your own creative instincts.  Past participants have called it:  Fun. Free. Inspiring. Creative. Joyful. Peaceful. Connected.
The workshop is free, but ticketed. To book your place please use this link 
Presented by Graffiti BEAG, a Cork-based Early Years Arts Programme funded by HSE South, Cork City Arts Office, Cork County Arts Office, and The Arts Council of Ireland.

Cork County Childcare Committee 
[image: ]We invite you to visit our website here and like and follow our Facebook page Cork County Childcare Committee Ltd for updates and relevant content here, and follow us on our Instagram here or scan the QR code.

Kind Regards
Cork County Childcare Committee
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