Dear Colleagues,
These are the deadlines and announcements for the week 31 August – 4 September 2026.
DEADLINES/IMPORTANT DATES

FOR YOUR INFORMATION
Fee Table and Parent Statement Approvals Process 2026/2027
The Fee Table & Parent Statement Approval Process has begun for 2026/27. Your Development Officer will be in contact with you once they have reviewed the fee table & parent statement for your service. This new process is more complex than approval processes we have completed in previous years. Every effort is being made to review fee tables and parent statements promptly, your patience will be greatly appreciated over the coming weeks and months. Further information on the approvals process can be found in the DCDE announcement, attached.

2026 Education for Sustainable Development (ESD) Forum
The 2026 Education for Sustainable Development (ESD) Forum takes place in Croke Park, Dublin on 17 November 2026. Further inforamtion on the forum and links to register your interest in attending can be found here 

Core Funding Partner Service Funding Agreement
Partner Services have 21 days after submitting a Core Funding Application Module to activate the Core Funding Partner Service Funding Agreement 2026 or the Application Module will be cancelled and will need to be re-submitted. Partner Services, who do not accept their Core Funding Partner Service Funding Agreement 2026, on or before 6 September, will not receive the full 52 weeks of allocations, as Core Funding allocations will be representative of an entitlement from the first Monday for the first allocation week of the programme year, or the Monday of the week the Funding Agreement is accepted, whichever is later. This also applies to Service Providers who are also eligible for Equal Start Staffing Supports for the start of the 26/27 programme year. 

NCS Compliance Inspections 2026/27
As the new NCS year begins, Pobal have confirmed that NCS on-site inspections will continue to take place. Pobal recommends collating a Compliance File which can be readily available to the Visiting Officer on arrival. Further information, links to compliance support documents and information in relation to upcoming online training on the NCS Compliance process 2026/27 can be found in the Announcement section of Hive.

Equal Start Bia Blasta 
If you are an existing Bia Blasta service or are a new Bia Blasta service who has received an invite from DCDE to participate, please review the Announcement on Hive dated 31 August 2026 to check the next steps needed to ensure funding is allocated. 

Journey Through the Early Years Hive training
Pobal are offering training for new Hive users or people who wish to refresh their Early Years Hive navigation skills. Links to register and details about the online training are available on the Announcement dated 3 September 2026.

Happy Talk Calendar
Please find attached a copy of the September Happy Talk Calendar.

AIM Level 7 Applications and Reviews for 2026/2027
As part of the move to the new simplified AIM Level 7 process, submitted AIM Level 7 confirmation forms will remain in a ‘Pending’ status on the Early Years Hive for now. Statuses will move to their next stage soon, and once a status is 'Confirmed', payments will start. No further action is required from you at this stage after submitting the Confirmation form.
The review function for 2026/2027 AIM Level 7 confirmation form will not be available on the Early Years Hive until October. Until then, all review requests should be submitted through the Requests sections of the Early Years Hive. Examples of child needs and service need review scenarios are available in the Frequently Asked Questions Guide available here.
For more information, please refer to the Announcement dated 25 August.

Focus Group on review of the initial implementation of childminding regulations
DCDE is inviting childminders and parents to share their experiences and perspectives on the implementation of the new childminding regulations. Feedback gathered through these focus groups will help inform the ongoing review of the regulations and shape future developments in the childminding sector. This is an opportunity to discuss how the regulations are working in practice, the supports available to childminders, any challenges or barriers to registration and compliance, and suggestions for how the system could be improved to better meet the needs of childminders, children and families. To have your say and join a focus group, book your place now                                                                                                                                            

Let’s talk childminding, make your voice heard!
Childminders play an important role in the lives of children and families across Ireland. New regulations introduced in 2024 are designed to reflect the home setting in which childminders work, while supporting quality and safeguarding children. The regulations are now being reviewed to get an understanding of how they are working in practice. Your voice matters. Find out more about the review here: https://www.letstalkchildminding.ie/  and share your views by taking part in our survey here: Have your say  
Cork County Childcare Committee [image: ]
We invite you to visit our website here and like and follow our Facebook page Cork County Childcare Committee Ltd for updates and relevant content here, and follow us on our Instagram here or scan the QR code.

Kind Regards
Cork County Childcare Committee
image1.png




