Dear Colleagues,
These are the deadlines, information, and announcements for the week of 12th – 16th February 2024.
DEADLINES / IMPORTANT DATES:
Friday 16th February 2024 *Today*
Finance and Impact Returns (FIRs) submission deadline
23/24 QAP Midpoint Review Period closes 
Friday 22nd March 2024
Financial reporting deadline for Core Funding
FOR YOUR INFORMATION:
23/24 QAP Midpoint Review
The 23/24 QAP Midpoint Review Period for anyone that needs to amend their QAP closes today 16th February 2024. If you wish to change your original choice on the QAP you can resubmit the link originally emailed to you by Cork County Childcare Committee (CCC), then upload your new Quality Action Plan to your ‘My Service Profile’ on the HIVE system for validation”. 
If you have any difficulties with resubmitting, please contact your Development Worker for support.
Mid Term Break Reminder
If your service is closed for a mid-term break for part or all of the week ending 16th February, please ensure your ECCE and or NCS calendars reflect the closed days. It is advised to make any necessary changes as soon as possible so that there are no issues when returns are submitted, and payments processed.
NCS: Service Calendar and Returns
If your service is closed for part or all of this week, the closures need to be reflected on your NCS service calendar. You will be asked whether it is a subsidised (paid) closure or not. There is a ‘How to add a closure’ on the NCS Service Calendar section of Help & Support if needed.
For school-aged/ECCE children, if you are increasing their hours during mid-term, you will need to amend the hours for children whose hours reduce after mid-term. NCS subsidy hours cannot be claimed for hours that a child is in school or ECCE, or hours that your service is closed, and any over-claims are liable to be recouped. Changes cannot be made to service calendar opening hours or claim hours once a return for that week has been submitted on the Early Years Hive. 
Queries can be raised through a Service Request, including the CHICK number using the following:
Programme: NCS Request Type:	 NCS Calendar 	Request Type Details: General

 
Trauma Informed Training
Cork County and Cork City Childcare Committees in partnership with Tusla have organised Trauma Informed Training for Childcare Providers. Please see attached brief on what the training entails, and the cost. Further information on the training provided is available on the following link: https://www.traumainformed.ie/training This training may fulfil goals as identified through the Core Funding Quality Action Plan. Places on the course need to be booked by completing the attached booking form and returned to training@corkchildcare.ie
Current Training Dates: Both dates must be completed to receive certification. 
· Saturday March 23rd and Saturday Mach 30th March from 9:00am to 1:00pm 
· Tuesday April 9th and Monay April 15th from 2:00pm to 6:00pm 
· Saturday April 20th and Saturday April 27th from 9:00am to 1:00pm
Launch of Public Consultation on New Draft Childminding Regulations
On Thursday 8th February Minister O’Gorman launched the public consultation on the New Draft Childminding Regulations. This public consultation aims to ensure that as many childminders as possible can have their say. Cork City and County Childcare Committees will facilitate focus groups with childminders and parents throughout the county. These focus groups will be held in person and online as follows:
Childminder only Focus Group Dates & Locations:  
Childminders are welcome to attend any of the 4 sessions listed below.
Tuesday 28th February:
Cork City Childcare Committee office, Suite 1, John Dunlop House, Marina Commercial Park, Centre Park Road, Cork, T12 P9PV; 7pm – 9pm; in person focus group
Tuesday 5th March:
Hibernian Hotel, Mallow, Co. Cork, P51HE63; 7pm – 9pm; in person focus group
Wednesday 20th March:
Cork County Childcare Committee, Unit 12, Underhill Commercial Park, Underhill, Dunmanway, Co. Cork, P47 E271; 7pm – 9pm; in person focus group
Thursday 21st March:
Cork City & County Childcare Committee Focus Group; 7pm – 9pm; online focus group
Parent only Focus Group:
Tuesday 26th March:
Cork City & County Childcare Committee Focus Group; 7pm – 9pm; online focus group

For further information on the focus groups, please contact:
Nessa on 021 4310500 / nessa@corkcitychildcare.ie
Denise on 022 23880 / dquinlan@corkchildcare.ie

Minister O’Gorman’s Press Release can be accessed on the following link: 
gov.ie/en/press-release/b7c86-minister-ogorman-launches-public-consultation-on-new-childminding-regulations/
Public Consultation Information can be accessed on the following links: 
gov.ie/en/consultation/2071d-public-consultation-on-the-draft-childminding-regulations/
gov - National Action Plan for Childminding 2021 - 2028 (www.gov.ie)
Notice for services located in schools - closure day due to referendums (8 March)
Early Learning and Care/School Age Childcare Providers located within a school premises or on the school grounds, and where the school is used as a polling station for elections/referendums on a day which the ELC/SAC service is scheduled to be open are not required to amend their calendars or apply for force majeure. Services providing the ECCE programme are not required to make up that day for 
the purposes of meeting the 182-day rule in the programme year.
Core Funding Payments
As the review and confirm window is now closed, Core Funding payments will continue to be processed as per the payment schedule on HIVE, provided your February Review and Confirm is at an approved status.   
Core Funding Reporting Requirement Year 1
The Financial reporting requirements in this transitional phase is an Income and Expenditure Report. The deadline for submission of the Income and Expenditure Report is 22nd March 2024. The revised reporting requirement during the transitional phase is a sector specific Income and Expenditure Report. All relevant documents are available on Hive> Resources>Programme Documents>Core Funding documents>Core Funding Reporting Requirement Year 1 (2022/23)
Please contact your Development Worker if you require support.
Finance and Impact Returns (FIRs) for December 2023
Today Friday 16th February is deadline for the completion and submission of the Finance and Impact Returns. This task is completed through Pobal Online. 
Access to Better Start training through Continuous Professional Development
Staff will need to have their own active directory account to take part in training available through Better Start. When staff enroll for training through the LMS365 course catalogue it is advised to self-enroll using their own accounts to ensure certificates are issued in the staff member’s name.
To access the support guides, please see Help & Support > Better Start L&D Guides.
For further support with any queries, please contact: Professionaldevelopment@betterstart.ie
OECD Starting Strong Teaching and Learning International Survey 
This year marks the first year that Ireland is participating in the OECD Starting Strong Teaching and Learning International Survey (TALIS Starting Strong). The Central Statistics Office (CSO) began contacting selected services in December to gather a sample that is representative of the wider sector. If your service has been selected, it is important that you complete and return the ‘listing form’ included in your information pack. This form asks you to provide details of all early years educators and managers in your setting who either: 
a) regularly work with children under three (U3) 
OR 
b) regularly work with children aged three to school age (ISCED 02) 
A sample of early years educators and managers from each of these groups will be invited to complete an online survey between February and April 2024. The information provided will help to support the working conditions and training needs of early years educators and managers and build the overall quality of the workforce.
 The CSO have a dedicated support line to help selected services through the steps involved in completing the listing form.  Selected services can access support from the CSO on the contact details provided below: 
Gemma O’Connell Duff: Telephone: (+353) 21 453 5110 / Email: talis@cso.ie 
Further information on TALIS Starting Strong can be found at: bit.ly/TalisStartingStrong 
Covid case advice
Please find below links to information from the HPSC in relation to Covid-19 and information from the HSE for ELC and SAC providers on preventing the spread of Covid-19 and children returning to ELC and SAC settings. We would be grateful if you share this information with parents, guardians, and staff. Preventing the spread of covid 19 in school or childcare - HSE In addition, please find link to the Management of Infectious Disease in Childcare Facilities and Other Childcare Settings (2012)    For general Covid-19 queries you can contact HSE on 1800 700 700 between 8am and 8pm Monday to Friday and 9am - 5pm Saturday and Sunday or visit the HSE website HSE Covid 19 
Should you have any queries on any of the above, please do not hesitate to contact us on 022-23880 or info@corkchildcare.ie 
Information Officer/Administrator post with Cork County Childcare Committee, Dunmanway Office  
Cork County Childcare Committee Ltd. wish to recruit an Information Officer / Administrator for our Dunmanway Office. This is a specified purpose contract of 25 hours per week to cover maternity leave.
To apply please complete the application form below and return by post to: Tina Hayes, Acting Coordinator, Cork County Childcare Committee, The Market House, Richmond Street, Buttevant, Co. Cork, P51 FRD0 or by email to: info@corkchildcare.ie 
For Job description, person specification and application form click here and to view job advert on our website click here. 
Closing date for receipt of applications is 5pm Wednesday 21st February 2024. Incomplete or late applications will not be accepted. Candidates will be short listed based on information supplied in their application. A panel may be formed from applicants for future appointments.
Cork County Childcare Committee Facebook Page 
We invite you to visit our website here and like and follow our Facebook page Cork County Childcare Committee Ltd for lots of updates and relevant content here  or scan the QR code.
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Kind Regards,
Cork County Childcare Committee
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