Dear Colleagues,
These are the deadlines, information, and announcements for the week of 30th Oct – 3rd Nov 2023.
DEADLINES / IMPORTANT DATES:
17th November 2023
The Review & Confirm period is now open and will close on 17th November.

FOR YOUR INFORMATION:
Review and Confirm  
 The November Review and Confirm window for the 2023/2024 programme call is now open to all Partner Services until Friday, 17 November, inclusive.
[bookmark: _Int_H4eOJgI6]This process enables Core Funding payments to continue by facilitating Partner Services to review their most recent application information and either confirm that no changes have occurred or submit an application change.  
Preparing for Review and Confirm 
Prior to completing the November Review and Confirm window the below is required:
· Partner Services must upload their completed Quality Action Plan to their Service Profile prior to completing the November Review and Confirm window.   
· Partner Services must ensure that all data captured in their Service Profile in relation to their Service Level, Rooms, Sessions, and Staff is up to date prior to completing the Review and Confirm window.
· [bookmark: _Int_Ub0MFDzX][bookmark: _Int_SfUDFeMx][bookmark: _Int_98HNOEH4]Your Core Funding Application Module must be at status “Approved”.  If your application is at “Referred back”, you must address the reason for refer back and then complete the review and confirm process. 
Failure to upload the Quality Action Plan will result in Core Funding payments being placed on hold until such a time as the Quality Action Plan process is completed and the November Review and Confirm is approved.
Core Funding Payments
[bookmark: _Hlk148617145] After the Review and Confirm window is closed, Core Funding payments will only continue to be processed as per the payment schedule on HIVE provided your November Review and Confirm is at an approved status.


Core Funding Financial reporting requirements for Partner Services

Dear Providers
As you are aware, all Partner Services which had an active Core Funding Contract during the 2022/2023 Programme Year must provide validated Financial Returns, covering the period from 1st September 2022 to 31st August 2023.
 Cork County Childcare Committee will hold Information Sessions for Partner Services over the next few weeks, please see below. These information sessions will offer an overview of the reporting requirements and signpost those responsible for your service’s accounts to resources and guidance to support them to meet these financial reporting requirements.
 
Please see attached to bulletin the booking form to secure your place on the information sessions. All sessions will run for approximately 1 – 1.5 hours.


	Midleton Park Hotel - Monday 13th November @ 6pm
	 

	Mallow GAA Complex - Tuesday 14th November @ 2pm
	 

	Clonakilty Park Hotel - Tuesday 14th November @ 2pm
	 

	Carrigaline Court Hotel - Wednesday 22nd November @ 2pm
	 

	Online - Tuesday 7th November @ 6pm
	Fully Booked 

	Online - Friday 10th November @ 11am
	 

	Online - Tuesday 14th November @ 6pm
	 

	Online - Thursday 16th November @6pm
	 












Diversity, Equality and Inclusion Training for Early Years and School Age Childcare settings
The CCC provides training on Diversity, Equality and Inclusion for Early Years and School Age Childcare settings. The training course supports educators to engage with the Diversity, Equality and Inclusion Guidelines. Completing this course will meet the requirements of your Core Funding Quality Action Plan.
It aims to foster awareness about Diversity, Equality and Inclusion and to encourage and support those working in the sector to actively advocate for inclusion for all children and their families and promote good practice within ELC and SAC settings. It will also support educators in developing an inclusion policy for their setting.
Each course consists of 15 hours of training in total, and you must attend all 15 hours to receive your certificate. There is no cost for the training and lunch will be provided on the first day.
For more information on the course please contact the office on 022-23880

Happy Talk November 2023 
Please see attached the Happy Talk calendar for November 2023.  It contains crafty ideas for making spiders, mindful moments “Blowing Bubbles” and some lovely alternatives to Miss Muffett nursery rhymes. 

Storytime for Childminders 
Cork County Childcare Committee and Cork County Council Library & Arts Service are delighted to invite parents, childminders and children to a morning of stories, songs and rhymes in Clonakilty Library on Friday 10th November at 10.30am.  
A librarian will facilitate story time, give tips on sharing books with children as well as tell you all about the services available in your local library. Cork CCC will be there on the day to provide information on the National Childcare Scheme (NCS); the Early childhood Care and Education scheme, sourcing childcare and working in childcare and childminding.  





Sensory Play Workshop for Childminders and Children
Cork County Childcare Committee are delighted to invite childminders and the children they care for to a free workshop on Sensory Play with guest presenter Shannan Mulroony from Maia Purposeful Play on Wednesday 15th November from 10.30am – 12.30pm at Mallow GAA Sports Complex (P51XV58)
In this session, childminders and children will embark on a journey of open-ended, purposeful play. As the children immerse themselves in the various play setups, childminders will get an insightful overview of the sensory play setups and how they are carefully designed to nurture different aspects of children's development. From cognitive and language skills to motor development and social-emotional growth, each setup is a treasure trove of educational possibilities for childminders and children. 
To continue the learning beyond the session, each childminder will receive a bespoke pack filled with valuable resources. This pack will include research-based information on some topics discussed during the workshop. There will be recipe cards for sensory bases, offering diverse textures and experiences which can easily be incorporated into children's play which spark their imaginations and encourage sensory exploration.
Please note, this practical workshop will help support overall quality improvements within your setting and meets option 5 requirements on the Core Funding Quality Action Plan for those childminders contracted for Core Funding.
If you are interested in coming along on the morning please email training@corkchildcare.ie to book your place.  Please provide the following information:
Name; Email address; Mobile number; number and ages of children who will be in attendance with you on the day.
Further information on Maia Purposeful Play can be accessed at the following:
https://www.maiapurposefulplay.ie/
https://www.instagram.com/maia_purposefulplay/
https://www.facebook.com/maiapurposefulplay




Covid case advice
Please find below links to information from the HPSC in relation to Covid-19 and information from the HSE for ELC and SAC providers on preventing the spread of Covid-19 and children returning to ELC and SAC settings.
We would be grateful if you share this information with parents, guardians, and staff. https://www.hpsc.ie/news/title-23357-en.html (updated 11th August 2023) https://www2.hse.ie/conditions/covid19/preventing-the-spread/ https://www2.hse.ie/conditions/covid19/preventing-the-spread/child-returning-to-school-or-childcare/
In addition, please find link below to the Management of Infectious Diseases in Childcare Facilities guidance resource. https://www.hpsc.ie/a-z/lifestages/childcare/File,13444,en.pdf Management of Infectious Disease in Childcare Facilities and Other Childcare Settings (2012)
For general Covid-19 queries you can contact HSE on 1800 700 700 between 8am and 8pm Monday to Friday and 9am – 5pm Saturday and Sunday or visit the HSE website https://www2.hse.ie/conditions/covid19/
Should you have any queries on any of the above, please do not hesitate to contact us on 022-23880 or info@corkchildcare.ie
Kind Regards,
Cork County Childcare Committee

