Dear Colleagues,
These are the deadlines and announcements for the week 08 - 12 June 2026.

DEADLINES/IMPORTANT DATES
16 June: Link Applications 2026/2027 closes
26 June: Process for Continuing Students for NSLF closes

FOR YOUR INFORMATION
Programme Readiness for ECCE, NCS, and CCSP Saver Programme 2026/2027 
Programme Readiness for ECCE, NCS and the CCSP Saver Programme 2026/2027 is now available for services to complete on the Early Years Hive. 

Programme Readiness for Core Funding 2026/2027
Applications for the Core Funding 2026/2027 are now open. Partner Services contracted for Core Funding 2025/2026 that have completed the May Review and Confirm process and have an approved status can auto-populate their application using the information from the most recently approved 2025/26 Core Funding application. All retrospective Update Due Dates(s) for the 2025/2026 Core Funding programme year must be actioned before beginning the new application. 
Following submission providers will have 21-days to accept the Core Funding Partner Service Funding Agreement 2026/2027. Additional resources are available under the Help and Support section on the EY Hive. You can access the Core Funding Year 5 (2026/2027) Funding Agreement here. The Overview of the changes to Core Funding Year 5 can be found here.

Nurturing Skills Learner Fund - Continuing Students 2026/27
The process for Nurturing Skills Learner Fund (NSLF) Continuous Students to confirm their eligibility for the coming academic year 2026/2027 is now open and will close on 26 June 2026 at 5pm. Continuing students are existing students who successfully received NSLF funding for academic year 2024/2025 and/or 2025/2026 and are eligible to continue to receive funding for academic year 2026/2027. It is the responsibility of the student to confirm their eligibility and failure to do so will result in NSLF funding being withdrawn. Once eligibility is confirmed, a new letter of Conditional Funding will be issued for the academic year 2026/2027. Resources from the recent training sessions held in May 2026 can be found in the resources section of the NSLF Student Portal and here.

AIM level 5 Transfer of Ownership
The Transfer of Ownership process for the 2025 programme call remains open. All services with AIM Level 5 equipment supporting children who are expected to complete their ECCE eligibility at the end of the 2025/2026 programme year are strongly encouraged to complete the transfer of ownership process as soon as possible. Equipment provided under AIM Level 5 must not be removed from the pre-school setting until the transfer of ownership process has been fully completed. Further information can be found here.  

AIM level 7
As part of the AIM Level 7 redesign, the level of support allocated to a child is now determined following the submission of their AIM Level 4 application and the subsequent review of the child’s needs by Better Start. AIM Level 4 application should be submitted as early as possible for any child intending to access AIM Level 7 supports for the 2026/2027 programme call. Preliminary decisions on the level of support determined at the AIM Level 4 application stage will be issued from early July.
Where a child has an existing AIM Level 7 application under the 2025/2026 programme call and remains eligible for an additional year of support, no action is required at this time. Service providers are asked not to withdraw these applications in advance of the 2026/2027 programme call and can expect preliminary decisions to be issued from early July.
It is advised that AIM Level 7 Non-term applications for the current programme call are submitted as soon as possible.  

West Cork Education Support Centre Training
The West Cork Education Centre are running two in person courses that may be of interest to those working in Early Learning and Care settings; Outdoor Learning Using a Forest School Approach and Active Approaches to Teaching and Learning of Literacy. These face-to-face courses will run in early July across five practical and engaging days exploring child-led, experiential and inclusive methodologies that support wellbeing, creativity and cross-curricular learning. Further details and registration information can be found below:
• Outdoor Learning Using a Forest School Approach: here
• Active Approaches to Teaching and Learning of Literacy: here

Childminding Pre-Registration Training
Pre-Registration Training is offered to anyone interested in finding out more about childminding.  The training is mandatory for childminders who wish to register with Tusla.  The training is free and takes approximately 7 hours to complete. There is no assessment, and participants receive a certificate upon completion.  Upcoming dates are: 
Online Tuesday 9 & 16 June 2026 from 10am – 1pm
Online Wednesday 1, 8 & 15 July 2026 from 2pm – 4pm
If you are interested in attending either of these Pre-Registration Training Courses, please click on this link to book your place.  Contact dquinlan@corkchildcare.ie / 087 1044448
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We invite you to visit our website here and like and follow our Facebook page Cork County Childcare Committee Ltd for updates and relevant content here, and follow us on our Instagram here or scan the QR code.

Kind Regards
Cork County Childcare Committee
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